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Прочитайте и переведите тексты “ Australia” and “New Zealand” устно. 

Выполните тесты после каждого текста письменно. (Вопросы тестов 

переписывать не надо, пишем только ответы) 

 

Australia 

Australia, or the Commonwealth of Australia, as it is officially called, is 

situated on the island continent. It also occupies the Island of Tasmania and some 

minor islands round the coast of the continent. 

It is a highly developed industrial-agrarian country. Its area is about 8 

million sq km. It is the only state in the world that occupies the territory of a whole 

continent. 

The capital of Australia is Canberra, which became the capital only in 1927. 

From 1787 to 1867 Australia was a place where criminals were sent from 

Britain. That is why the official language of Australia is English. About 23 million 

people live in Australia nowadays. 

As for the nature, the commonest trees of Australia are the eucalyptus and 

the Australian acacia or mimosa, the national emblem of the country. Such unusual 

animals as a kangaroo or a koala-bear originate from Australia. Everyone loves the 

sleepy grey koalas. Like kangaroos, they have a pouch on their fronts for their 

babies; after six months here, a baby koala rides on its mother’s back.  

Australia is a constitutional monarchy, with the Queen of Great Britain at its 

head. 

It consists of six states and two territories. 
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The queen is represented by the Governor General, who is appointed by the 

Australian government. The Governor General appoints members of the Executive 

Council, his advisory cabinet. 

The main legislative body in the country is Federal Parliament. It consists of 

the Queen, the Senate and the House of Representatives. The executive power 

belongs to the queen and the government. It is headed by the Prime Minister. The 

ministers are chosen from members of Parliament and the Executive Council. 

 

TEST. (Australia) 

1. What is the capital of Australia? 

a) Canberra;  b) London;  c) Sydney 

2. Australia has  an area of about… 

a) 10 mln. Sq. km;  b) 5 mln. Sq. km;  c) 8 mln. Sq. km. 

3. The population of Australia is about… 

a) 10 mln.;  b) 23 mln.;  c) 20 mln. 

4. The Commonwealth of Australia consists of… 

a) 6 states  b) 2 states;  c) 4 states 

5. The Federal Parliament consists of the Senate and… 

a) the House of Commons;  b) the House of Representatives;  с) the House of 

Canberra 

6. Who is formally the head of the state? 

……… 

7. The federal government is headed by… 

a) the Prime Minister ;  b) the Executive Council;  c)  the President 

8.  Kangaroos carry their babies in a pouch. Which other Australian animal 

does that? 

a) dingo b) kangaroos  c) koala  

New Zealand 

New Zealand is a country in the south-western Pacific ocean. 



New Zealand is the size of Colorado. It is separated from Australia by the Tasman 

Sea. It consists of two main islands: the South Island, the North Island, and a 

number of smaller islands. The North Island is long and volcanic in its south 

central part. 

The first settlers of New Zealand were Maoris. The Maori named New 

Zealand Aotearoa, which is usually translated into English as ‘The Land of the 

Long White Cloud’.  

In 1769, Captain James Cook came to the islands. The British established 

settlements and signed a treaty with the Maori in 1840. In 1893, New Zealand 

became the first country to give women the right to vote. The country became a 

dominion of Britain in 1907 and gained its independence from Britain in 1947. 

The population of New Zealand, about 4 million people, is mostly of 

European descent. The official languages are English and Maori. New Zealand 

English is close to Australian English in pronunciation. 

New Zealanders, or «Kiwis» as they are called, have been shaped by their 

isolation. Today, most Kiwis are no longer farmers, 86 percent of the population  

Queen Elizabeth II is the Queen of New Zealand and the Head of state but her 

position is largely symbolic. The Head of Government is the Prime Minister. 

New Zealand’s government is based on the parliamentary democracy. There are 

two main parties, National and Labour. Wellington is the capital of New Zealand 

and Auckland is the largest city.  

TEST. (New Zealand) 

1. What is the population of New Zealand? 

………….. 

2. In the New Zealand context, the term “kiwi” can mean: 

a. A green oval shaped fruit covered in brown fuzzy skin 

b. A flightless bird with no tail and coarse, bristly, hair-like feathers 

c. Someone who is born in New Zealand 

d. All of the above 

3. What is the name of the New Zealand national tribe? 



a. Maori 

b. Aborigines 

c. Cree 

d. Crow 

4. What is the name of the body of water between Australia and New Zealand? 

a. Pacific Ocean 

b. Indian Ocean 

c. Coromandel Peninsula 

d. Tasman Sea 

5. What is the capital city of New Zealand? 

a. Auckland 

b. Canberra 

c. Queenstown 

d. Wellington 

6. When did New Zealand become free from England? 

a. 1760 

b. 1840 

c. 1947 

d. 1907 

7. New Zealand has two languages. English is one. What is the other one? 

a. Maori 

b. Samoan 

c. Indian 

d. Fijian 

8. Who is formally the head of the state? 

……… 

9. What are two main parties? 

……… 
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